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The Vancouver Police Marine Unit recently investigated an incident where a PWC jumped the wake of one vessel 

and crashed into the side of another vessel that the PWC operator appears to have not observed operating in the 

area. The quick response of the people on board the “struck” vessel and the crew from the Kitsilano Coast Guard 

base, ensured there was no loss of life. When operating a vessel, it is crucial to take into account the distance you 

travel per second and the additional distance traveled during the half second reaction sequence. When navigating 

around other vessels or land formations that obstruct your view, create space and travel at a safe speed that will 

allow you to manoeuvre or stop your vessel safely to avoid a collision. Keep a constant watch, travel at a safe speed 

and exercise good Situational Awareness at all times. 

                          

 

 
       

40 mph=58.4 ft/sec 

40 mph=87.6 ft to react 

50 mph=73 ft/sec 

50 mph=109.5 ft to react 

60 mph =87.6 ft/sec 

60 mph=131.4 ft to react 
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